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Washington/ Beijing, 
Feb. 6:   

Describing an 
“aggressive” China as the 
“most serious competitor” 
to the US, President Joe 
Biden has said that his 
administration will take 
on the challenges posed 
by Beijing directly, but 
will not hesitate to work 
with it when it is in 
America’s interest to do 
so.   

Realising that a rising 
and more assertive China 
as one of his biggest 
foreign policy challenges, 
Biden on Thursday 
stressed the importance 
of allies in responding to 
the strategic competition 

posed by Beijing.   
“We will confront 

China’s economic abuses, 
counter its aggressive, 
coercive action to push 
back on China’s attack on 
human rights, intellectual 
property and global 
governance,” Biden said 
in his address to State 
Department employees 
at its Foggy Bottom 
headquarters here.   

“We will also take on 
directly the challenges 
posed by our prosperity, 
security, and democratic 
values by our most 
serious competitor, 
China,” he said.   

The China-US 
relationship is crucial to 

both sides, and the world. 
Tensions have soared 
in recent times, over 
trade, espionage and the 
coronavirus pandemic.   

Washington and 
Beijing have also sparred 
over espionage, China’s 
military build-up in the 
South China Sea and the 
mass detention of Uyghur 
Muslims in Xinjiang.   

Biden, a Democrat, 
said his administration is 
ready to work with China 
when it is in America’s 
interest to do so.   

In Beijing, the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman gave a 
muted response Biden’s 
twin policy approach 

of confrontation with 
China on challenges it 
posed and cooperation 
to further American 
interests, saying both 
countries can achieve 
“big things” together and 
their common interests 
far outweigh their 
differences.   

“As two major 
countries China and the 
US share broad common 
interests and special 
major responsibilities for 
upholding world peace 
stability and prosperity,” 
foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin 
told a media briefing on 
Friday.   

Ready to work with China on
America’s interest: Biden

Oppn claims barricades are akin to ‘Berlin Wall’
New Delhi, Feb. 6:   

Agriculture Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar 
on Friday asserted that 
the government’s offer 
t o amend t h e new 
farm laws to assuage 
farmers’ sentiments did 
not mean they had any 
flaws even as opposition 
parties demanded fresh 
legislations with one 
Congress MP describing 
the ac t s a s “dea t h 
warrants” for farmers.   
 Putting up a vigorous 

defence of the three new 
agri laws in the Rajya 
Sabha in the face of a 
strident demand for their 
repeal and continuing 
protests by farmers, 
Tomar also said none 
from the protesting unions 
or their sympathisers have 
been able to point out any 
lacuna. Those opposing 
the farm laws are not 
willing to say what is 
black in these ‘black 
laws’ as termed by them 
for the government try 
rectify it, he added.   
 Several opposition 

m e m b e r s  w h i l e 
demanding fresh laws 
after consultations also 
raised the issue of new 
fortifications at the sites 
of protests by farmers at 
the Delhi borders.   
 Congress leader Pratap 

Singh Bajwa, who said 
the farm laws were like 
“death warrants” for 
farmers, compared the 
barricades with the Berlin 
Wall that had divided the 
German city’s east and 
west and concentration 
camps.     Intervening 
in the debate on the 
motion of thanks on the 
President’s address, Tomar 
countered the claim by 
the Congress and other 
opposition parties that 
farmers across the country 
are agitated over the three 
laws, saying peasants 
of just one state are 
being misinformed and 
instigated.   
 P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 

Narendra Modi, who 
will reply to the debate 
on Monday after Zero 
hour, lauded Tomar’s 

remarks, saying he has 
given detailed information 
on every aspect of the 
legislations.   
 In a tweet, Modi 

posted a video link to 
Tomar’s statement and 
said it is his humble 
request that people hear 
his speech.     Tomar said 
the Opposition parties 
criticised the government 
and even termed the 
three legislations as “kala 
kanun” (black law).   
 “For two months I 

kept asking farmer unions 
what is ‘kala’ in the 
laws so that I can try to 
rectify. But I could not 
get the answer.” Tomar, 
along with two other 
union ministers, has held 
11 meetings with leaders 
of the farmer unions in 
the wake of the over 
two-month-long protests 
but the deadlock has 
continued.     Separately, 
Tomar said in a written 
reply that the Centre 
followed “due procedure” 
before bringing the three 
new agri laws, and held 

consultations with states 
and farmers for facilitating 
barrier-free trade in farm 
produce to provide choice 
to the farming community.   
 “Du e  p r o c e d u r e 

h ad b e en f o l l owed 
while formulating the 
O r d i n a n c e s /  B i l l s .” 
K.C. Venugopal from 
Congress and Binoy 
Viswam from CPI had 
asked the government to 
share the pre-legislative 
consultations followed 
before bringing the three 
farm laws and also the 
number of individuals/ 
organisations/ unions 
consulted for the same.   
 Citing reasons for 

“urgency” to promulgate 
the three Ordinances in 
June 2020, Tomar said due 
to disruption of markets 
and supply chains during 
the COVID-19 lockdown, 
there was “utmost need 
to allow free direct 
marketing outside the 
mandis to facilitate the 
farmers in selling their 
produce near to farm gate 
at remunerative prices.”   

Tomar staunchly defends new 
farm Laws in upper house

Bengaluru, Feb. 6:   
In its first space 

mission in 2021, 
India’s space agency 
ISRO planned to 
launch Brazilian 
satellite Amazonia-1 
and 20 other payloads, 
including one built by 
a home-grown start-up, 
on February 28.   

 The launch 
from Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre (SDSC) 
SHAR, Sriharikota, is 
tentatively scheduled 
at 10.23 am, subject 
to weather conditions, 

Bengaluru-headquartered 
Indian Space Research 
Organisation said on 
Friday.   

 PSLV-C51/
Amazonia-1 is the first 
dedicated commercial 
mission of NewSpace 
India Limited (NSIL), 
a Government of 
India company under 
Department of Space. 
NSIL is undertaking 
this mission under a 
commercial arrangement 
with Spaceflight Inc., 
the USA.   

 Amazonia-1 is the 

ISRO to launch Brazilian sat, 20 
other payloads on Feb 28

New Delhi, Feb. 6:   
The relationship 

between India and 
Bangladesh has withstood 
the test of time and both 
countries have charted a 
unique model for regional 
cooperation that is quite 
unparalleled in South 
Asia, Foreign Secretary 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
said on Friday.   

 He said both the 
countries have been 
blessed with history, 
culture, language and 
above all an ardent belief 
in freedom, justice and 
pluralism, and described 
the commonalities as the 
“bridge” to a future of 
peace and prosperity.   

Shringla was speaking 
at the inaugural function 
of the third Bangladesh 
film festival in Kolkata.   

“India and Bangladesh 
have together charted 

a unique model for 
regional cooperation, 
quite unparalleled in 
South Asia,” he said.   

“The India-Bangladesh 
bilateral relationship 
has withstood the test 
of time, and even as 
the world undergoes 
great upheaval in the 
post-pandemic era, our 
relationship grows from 
strength to strength,” 
Shringla said.   

The foreign secretary 
also mentioned the 
robust exchanges that 
both sides had in recent 
months including his 
two visits to Dhaka, 
notwithstanding the 
coronavirus pandemic.   

“Cooperation is moving 
forward inexorably. Our 
prime minister is looking 
forward to his visit to 
Dhaka,” he said.   

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi is 
scheduled to travel 
to Dhaka in March. 
Bangladesh Foreign 
Secretary Masud Bin 
Momen visited India last 
month to prepare ground 
for Modi’s visit to that 
country.   

In his address, the 
foreign secretary referred 
to the historical bond 
between the two nations 
while delving into the 
Bangladesh liberation 
war.   

“I say it with great 
pride that the deep 
historical bond between 
our two nations has been 
etched in golden letters 
with the blood of our 
soldiers. It was protected 
and preserved by the 
sheer determination of 
our peoples,” he said.   

‘India-Bangladesh model of 
regional bilateral ties’

Chennai, Feb. 6:
A fine knock by  

opener  J.R Nitin who hit 
79 runs in 86 balls with 
help of 11 fours helped 
Harrington CA to lift the 
Harrington’s State level 
U-14 round robin cricket 
tournament trophy played 
at Reddy NM Greens 
ground recently.
He put on 131 runs 

opening partnership with  
S. Aaditya who made 41 
runs enabled Harrington 
CA beat Kabilan Cricket 
Academy by 91 runs in 
the finals.
Chasing the target 

Kabilan CA were all out 
for 131 in 29.5 overs. 
Sai Sharan bowled well 
and performed hat-trick. 
He took 3 for 3 of his 
4 overs.

This Scores : Final: 

Harrington Cricket 

Academy 222  for 3 

in 30 overs (J.R. Nitin  

79,  S.Aaditya  41) bt 

Kabilan CA 131 in 29.5 

overs (Kaushik Ram26, 

Kushal 29, Sai Sharan 3 

for 3 (hat-trick) Man of 

the Match: J.R. Nitin.

Nitin, Sai Sharan star as
Harrington CA lifts U-14 trophy

J.R.Nitin receiving the Man of the Match award from 
the  chief guest Prince (Sr.Coach MSD Academy).

Nagabaranam adorned to Shivalinga at 
Raghavendra Brindavan, Karunkuzhi

Narayana Pooja adoned 
the Nagabarana to the 
Shivalinga.
Earlier, the Siddha 

Kancheepuram, Feb 6:
A 7’4’’ ft Naga 

completely made of 
five metals (panchaloka) 
and weighing 243 
kilograms was adorned 
to the Shivalinga at 
the Sri Raghavendra 
Brindavanam in 
Karunkuzhi, near 
Madurantakam, in the 
Chengalpattu district.  
Siddha Yogi Sri 
Raghothama Swamigal 
who has been staying in a 
room at the Brindavanam 
and doing meditations for 
the last seven years on 
Thaipusa Pournami Day 
performed special poojas 
by organising yagnas and 
also organising Sathya 

Yogi performed 
special poojas to the 
Nagabaranam which was 
taken to the Brindavan 
in a procession, preceded 
by nadhaswaram and 
chandai melam.
Rajasekar IFS, 

CTO Commissioner 
M a d h u s u d h a n a n , 
Union Secretary for 
Sankarapuram Arasu, 
various Industrialists 
including Tamil Maran 
participated at the 
function. Chief Trustee 
of the Yogi Ragothama 
Swamigal Trust Elumalai 
Dasan made arrangements 
for the function, sources 
from the Brindavanam 
said.
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optical earth observation 
satellite of National 
Institute for Space 
Research (INPE).   

 This satellite would 
further strengthen 
the existing structure 
by providing remote 
sensing data to 
users for monitoring 
deforestation in the 

Amazon region and 
analysis of diversified 
agriculture across the 
Brazilian territory, ISRO 
said.   

 The 20 co-passenger 
satellites include one 
from ISRO (INS-
2TD), ‘Anand’, ‘Satish 
Dhawan’ satellite and 
‘UNITYsat’.  


